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Introduction

 Tackling health inequalities is regarded as one of the most critical 
missions of health systems globally, among high, middle, and low-income 
countries.

 In order to respond to this global issue, “intersectionality” has been 
addressed as a theoretical innovation for the analysis of power structures 
and procedures that might create and maintain inequalities. 

 The origin of intersectionality dates back to the feminist studies on black 
women and the criticisms toward racial prejudices; it was coined by 
Kimberle Crenshaw (1989).

 Crenshaw, Kimberle, 1991. Mapping the margins: intersectionality, identity politics, and 
violence against women of color. Stanford Law Rev. 43 (6), 1241–1299. https://doi. 
org/10.2307/1229039 
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Introduction

Based on the literature review…

 Health researchers have utilized intersectionality approach in conceptual 
and empirical studies as well as policy analysis.

 Given the growing health inequalities across the world along with the 
potential of intersectionality to support empirical studies and formulate 
health policies committed to social justice, there is a need for the 
researchers to move towards the incorporation of intersectionality.

 Intersectionality has been widely used in the analysis of inequalities; 
however, the extent of the application of intersectionality in designing 
and implementing the interventions and programs is still unclear.
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The purpose of this scoping review:

 To determine the extent to which previous studies have 
applied intersectionality and its principles in designing and 
implementing health interventions and programs.
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Methods:

 Arksey and O’Malley’s methodological framework was used 
in the present study in order to guide our scoping review

Arksey H, O’Malley L. Scoping studies: towards a methodological framework. Int J Soc
Res Methodol. 2005;8(1):19–32. https://doi.org/10.1080/1364557032000119616
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Methods:

Identifying 
research 
question

• “What is the extent of the application of intersectionality in designing and implementing 
health interventions and programs?”

Identifying 
relevant 
studies

• Electronic databases: PubMed, Web of Science, Proquest, Embase, Scopus, Cochrane, and 
PsychInfo

• The reference lists of the selected studies

Selecting the 
studies

• Inclusion criteria:
• to be a primary research, 

• to conduct a health intervention or program, 

• to clearly state the application of “intersectionality” in designing and implementing the 
intervention or program, 

• to focus on health outcomes (e.g. morbidity, mortality, risk factors, health behaviors, access to 
health services, & quality of health services), 

• to address at least two social identity variables (e.g. age, gender, ethnicity/race, social class, ...).

Charting data • The data extraction form

• Checklist for application of Intersectionality in health interventions

Summarizing 
and reporting 

the results

• The descriptive summary of the study characteristics

• The matrix to summarize the application of the intersectionality principles
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Methods:
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Methods:
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Methods:
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Results:
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Results:
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 All studies were conducted in USA.

 The educational or supportive interventions with focus on 
psychosocial or sexual health outcomes.

 Study design: RCT (n=2) , pretest-posttest (n=1), and non-
interventional design (n=1).



Results:
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Table 4. Synthesis of application of intersectionality in included studies
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Discussion:

 The application of intersectionality in health interventions is a 
relatively new topic in the field of health and therefore needs 
to be further addressed by the policymakers and researchers 
so as to help reduce health inequalities.

 The intersectionality approach can help health researchers and 
policymakers accurately identify the most vulnerable groups 
and hear their voices.

 Future research should pay more attention to power structures 
at macro levels in order to reach the power balance and 
establish social justice.

 The results indicated the lack of adherence of researchers to 
the principles of intersectionality or the lack of compliance 
with these principles, particularly “reflexivity” and “social 
justice and equity”. Hence, preparing standard guidelines for 
the implementation of intersectionality in health planning 
would be necessary.
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Strengths and limitations:

 To the best of our knowledge, this is the first scoping review 
study that aimed to examine the extent of the application of 
the intersectionality in designing and implementing the health 
interventions and programs.

 A stronger focus on the databases as search resources and the 
lack of review of gray literature due to our limitations during 
the research process might be regarded as the limitations of 
the present study. 

 It is possible that some studies have been conducted to reduce 
inequalities and have taken into account the principles of 
intersectionality in designing and implementing the health 
interventions and programs, but they might not have directly 
mentioned intersectionality.

16



Conclusion:

 This review study can inform the target audiences about the 
application of the intersectionality in designing and 
implementing health interventions and programs.

 It can also highlight the existing gaps in this area. Given the 
small number of included studies, there is still insufficient 
evidence within empirical studies to accurately show the 
implication of  intersectionality in designing and conducting the 
health interventions and programs.

 There is a need to address the principles at various stages of 
health policies and interventions in order to operationalize 
intersectionality. To this end, the development and availability of 
user-friendly instruments may help researchers and health 
policymakers apply intersectionality appropriately.
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Intersectionality is “the best 
chance for an effective diagnosis 

and ultimately an effective 
prescription”. 

• Hancock, A. M. (2007). When multiplication doesn’t equal quick 
addition: Examining intersectionality as a research paradigm. 
Perspectives on Politics, 5(1), 63–78.


